Theatre Patron Wins Jackpot of $83,470
Diane Halstead wins Drayton Entertainment’s Ultimate 50/50
Monday April 5, 2021
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Diane Halstead of Cambridge, Ontario is the winner of Drayton
Entertainment’s first online Ultimate 50/50 raffle taking home a total jackpot of $83,470.
“I woke up on March 31 and knew I was going to make someone very happy,” said Alex Mustakas,
Artistic Director of Drayton Entertainment. “It was so much fun to call Diane and give her the news that
she was the winner. These have been challenging times for all of us and spreading a little bit of joy and
excitement made my day as much as it made hers.”
“I didn’t recognize the phone number when Alex called … and I almost didn't answer. Something told me
I should take the call, and I am so glad I did!” Halstead said. “I was totally shocked when he told me I had
won the jackpot. I just kept saying ‘You’re kidding! This cannot be real.’ It took two hours after the call
for my heart rate to go back to normal!”
Halstead is a theatre fan and has attended many productions at the Hamilton Family Theatre Cambridge –
Mamma Mia!, Rock of Ages, and Disney’s The Little Mermaid are some of her favourites. Every time she
goes to the theatre, she buys 50/50 tickets from the ushers, but she has never won the draw … until now.
“You see people winning these things, but you never think it will happen to you! This is such a wonderful
surprise,” said Halstead. “I’m amazed at the size of the prize – $83,470! My husband didn’t believe me
when I told him … it’s incredible.”
Diane is still in shock over the windfall and trying to decide what to do with the money. She knows she’ll
splurge on something, but she’s not exactly sure what that will be yet.
The Drayton Entertainment Ultimate 50/50 Draw launched at 12:01 a.m. on March 1 and ran through
11:59 p.m. on March 30. The prize grew gradually throughout the month and started to take off in the
final days jumping from $55,415 on March 25 to $68,280 on March 29. The winner’s take-home jackpot
grew to $70,000, then $75,000, and finally $83,470 by 11:59 p.m. on March 30.
“We knew that one lucky theatregoer’s dreams would come true with this raffle, and it has been fun to
watch the prize grow and imagine the moment when someone would win it all,” said Mustakas.

Drayton Entertainment is well-known for its 50/50 draws that take place at each performance. Over the
course of a typical season, more than 800 draws occur. It’s a long-standing tradition beloved by
theatregoers ‒ and with draws at each of the company’s seven venues in five communities, thousands of
dollars have been won by many lucky patrons over the years dating all the way back to the early days of
the Drayton Festival Theatre.
Due to the popularity of the online raffle, Drayton Entertainment has decided to run the draw again in
April. Tickets for the next draw are already available for purchase. The April online raffle runs from
Thursday, April 1 through Thursday, April 29. The jackpot is updated online in real-time and grows as
more people participate – the published amount is the winner’s take home prize. The raffle will continue
to raise important dollars to be invested into Drayton Entertainment’s charitable programs at this crucial
time when the company has seen virtually all operating revenue disappear due to the coronavirus crisis.
Participants can select from the following three ticket pack options:
Regular: 3 tickets for $10
●
Discount: 10 tickets for $20
●
Ultimate Savings: 50 tickets for $50
●
The draw for the April raffle will take place at 12:00 p.m. EST on Friday, April 30, 2021. The winning
number will be announced online at https://drayton5050.com, on Drayton Entertainment’s social media
channels, and on Drayton Entertainment’s website www.draytonentertainment.com.
Tickets may be purchased by individuals 18 years or older and located in the Province of Ontario at the
time of purchase. All ticket sales are final and ticket buyers will receive a receipt via email after
purchasing that will list all numbers associated with the purchased tickets. Tickets will be sold using an
electronic raffle system approved by the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) and
supplied by Bump Worldwide Inc. Raffle License AGCO #RAF1204168. Please play responsibly. Ontario
Problem Gambling Helpline 1-888-230-3505 or visit www.connexontario.ca.
For complete details including rules of participation and frequently asked questions, please visit:
https://drayton5050.com/
-30For more information, please contact:
Amanda Kind, Director of Marketing
Phone: (519) 621-5511 ext. 235
amanda@draytonentertainment.com

